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CEMBER, 1792. 


THIS SERMON 


Is HUMBLY INSCRIBED, 


By their moſt obedient Servant, 
Tux AUTHOR, 


PSALM cxliv. 15. 


HAPPY ARE THE PEOPLE THAT ARE 
IN SUCH A CASE. 


F it can be proved that we, who live 

under the Eritiſh Government, are 
bleſſed and happy, in a very high de- 
gree, or at leaſt have the means of Bap- 
prneſs and proſperity within our reach, 
the diſcovery, when made, ſhould cauſe 
our hearts to overflow with thankfulneſs 
to HIM who is the ſupreme Diſpoſer of 
all events, and the inexhauſtible Foun- 
tain of all good. Convince a man that 


his comforts are more numerous than - 


his troubles, that the good he is poſ- 
ſeſſed of is more than ſufficient to 
counterbalance the evil he ſuffers, and 

| * you 
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you take an effectual method to ſilence 
his complaints, and to inſpire him with 
contentment. 


In the beginning of this pſalm, the 
Divine Author praiſeth the Lord God 
of Iſrael for the many perſonal favours 
and mercies which he had received at 
his hands: He ſays, Bleſſed be the 
Lord my ſtrength, who teacheth my 
hands to war, and my fingers to fight: 
my hope and my fortreſs, my caſtle a 
deliver, my defender in whom I tru 


2 obfernes; towards oY e 1 
of this divine ſong, that the people can- 
not but be happy and flouriſhing under. 
a Prince thus favoured and protected by 
the God of Jacob. That nation which 
has a virtuous Prince on the throne, a. 
Prince, not only 4eloved by. bis ſubjefts 
but 4:ghly favoured of Heaven, ſhall find 
deliverance * from the hand of ſtrange 
Children, whoſe mouth talketh of va- 
* and whoſe ht hand is the right 

hand 
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hand of iniquity.” Then “ their ſons 
will grow up as the young plants, and 
their daughters will be as the poliſhed 
corners of the temple ;” the nation thus 
bleſſed and protected, ſhall find their 
7 garners full and plenteous with all man- 
ner of ſtore; their ſheep will bring forth 
thouſands and ten thouſands in their 
ſtreets; their oxen will be ſtrong to 
labour, no decay, no leading into cap- 
tivity, and no complaining in their 
ſtreets. Happy indeed muſt be the peo- 
ple who are in ſuch a caſe! * 

2. 8 What 


* The latter part of the verſe alſo, © yea bleſſed 
are the people who have the Lord for their God,” 
is peculiarly applicable to us in this land; a land that 
may be. ſaid © to be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the ſea.” We, above any 
people under Heaven, are “ blefſed in having the 
Lord for our God:“ Encouraged, under every trou- 
ble and danger, to put our truſt in the Lord Jehovah, 
in HIN who has everlaſting ſtrength.” Let us hope 
that we may apply the words of the Pſalmiſt to this 
quiet land, when horror and diſcord have fixed their 
ſeat- in a neighbouring kingdom. God is our re- 


fuge and ſtrength, a very preſent help in trouble; 
B 2 — therefore 


. 


What I propoſe to prove, is, that we 
who live under the Britiſh Government, 
are bleſſed above the reſt of the world, 
and ought to expreſs our gratitude to 
the great Governor of the univerſe, for 
the ſingular mercies and bleſſings we 
enjoy in this happy land.“ 


therefore we will not fear, though the Earth be 
moved, and though the hills be carried into the 
midſt of the ſea: The Lord of Hoſts is with us, the 
God of Jacob is our refuge.” 


* Happy indeed muſt the nation be, where the 
Pook as well as the rich have the means of religious 
improvement within their reazh : The poor have 
the Goſpel preached unto them.” We live in that 
land where the ambaſſadors of Heaven's King are 
abroad, to offer to ſinners the terms of peace and 
reconciliation ; where the ſceptre of mercy is held 
forth to every returning ſinner. - 

When I propoſed to enumerate the Nan we 
enjoy in this nation, I intended to dwell, at large, 
on our happineſs in a ſpiritual ſenſe, in © having 
the Lord for our God,” but I was forced, though 
reluQantly, to relinquiſh my original plan, as it 
led me too far from the principal object I had in 
view, namely, to mention ſome of thoſe temporal 
bleſſings peculiar to us, who live under the Britiſh 
Government, | 

| There 
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There are no people under Heaven 
who have ſeen clearer inſtances of the 
interpoſition of Providence on their be- 
half, or have greater means of public 
proſperity put in their hands, than we 
of this nation. As the hills ſtand 
about Jeruſalem even ſo ſtandeth the 
Lord round about his people.” May we 
not as juſtly ſay, as the ſeas encompaſs aur 
land, fo does the protection of Heaven ſur- 
round us on every fide. 


Innumerable are the bleflings peculiar 
to this nation. & ir moſt excellent and 
well poiſed Conſtitution, by King, Lords 
and Commons, has been the admira- 
tion of all our neighbours. Defended 
by our wooden walls, (under the pro- 
tection of that Almighty Being, whoſe 
ſovereign command the winds and the 
ſea obey,) we have ſtill been able to 
repel every attack, and to hurl vengeance 
on our enemies! And may our Navy 
long continue to ride triumphant on the 
main! Here ſlavery, with all her nu- 
| merous 
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merous brood of evils, never dares to 


ſhew her haggard viſage; but Liberty, 
with her gay ſmiling train, ſpreads peace 


and plenty through this happy land. 


Notwithſtanding we are thus bleſſed, 
happy, and proſperous, I am very ſorry 
to obſerve, that there are evil-diſpoſed 


_ perſon among us, who endeavour to per- 


ſuade us that we are nat ſo; that our 


Government is founded on tyranny and 


oppreſſion: They endeavour to make us 
z divided people, when danger is at the 
door. A houſe or kingdom divided 
againſt. itſelf muſt ſoon come to deſola- 
tion. There are ſome among us who 
are like froward children, ready to throw 

away the good they poſſeſs, as if of no 
value; and, as the wiſe man expreſſes it, 
though a prize is put into their hands“ 

to gain happineſs, . ſtill they . Lam 
the _ to _ _ | 


When we ns; * want of unten, 


too b among us, in thoſe funda- 


mental 
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mental truths, that conoern our fafety as 
a nation, and our exiſtence as a free peo- 
ple, we have much reaſon to fear that 
ſome calamity may ſoon overtake us. 


Were we to conſult. the hiſtory of 
paſt ages, it would clearly appear, that 
the want.of unanimity, among thofe who 
had one common intereſt to ſecure, one 
common good to purſue, invariably pre- 
ceded and portended ſome public cala- 
mity: For ** aihouſe or a nation divided 
againſt itſelf muſi be in great danger,” 
particularly when threatened by a foreign 
power. What enemies muſt they be to 
their country, who with to raiſe a ſpirit 
of diſcontent among the lower ranks of 
people, at ſuch a time as this! Who 
perplex the minds of thoſe uſeful mem- 
bers of the commonwealth,- with in- 
digeſted: ideas about Government; filling 
their heads with changes rung on the 
words Liberty and Equality, Equality 
and Liberty; queſtions which they have 
neither time to diſcuſs, nor capacity to 

com- 
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comprehend. To talk of eguality in the 
community, is to make uſe of words 
without a meaning. Men can no more 
be equal in their rank in fociety, than 
they can be equal in the form of their 
bodies, or in the accompliſhments of 
their minds. To put the knave, or the 
fool upon an equality with the man of 
wiſdom, the man of honour, and the 
man of integrity, is to pervert the order 
of things. This equality, could it be 
W would not laſt an * . 
ef} 11cf5 

God, the ** Governor. of the Uni- 
verſe, has appointed us our place in 
ſociety ; he has placed ſome at the 
head of the community, he has placed 
others in ſubordinate ſtations; ſome 
are to command, ſome to obey. In ſo- 
ciety there muſt be thoſe that govern, 
and thoſe that are governed. Without 
ſubordination there can be no ſociety. 
For: ſubordination is the firſt, the Ner- 
damental law of ſociety. | 
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That the arguments made uſe of in 
this diſcourſe in favour of ſubmiſſion to 
Government, may not be perverted 
through miſtake or prejudice, I am 
happy to embrace this opportunity of 
making this public declaration, that 1 
am no friend to tyranny or oppreſſion ; 
nor am I an advocate for that doctrine, 
that Princes are accountable to God only 
for their actions, and have a property in 
their ſubjects, and may uſe them as 
they think moſt conducive to their own 
pleaſure or advantage; a doctrine long 
ſince exploded in this kingdom, and 
which I hope will never be revived. 


The Prince, who ſways the Britiſh 
Sceptre, and wears the Britih Crown, 
claims no ſuch power. It is his glory 
to rule according to the known and 
long eſtabliſhed laws of the land, and 
to be the firſt magiſtrate over a free 
people. And as long as he governs his 
ſubjects according to theſe laws, he is 
worthy of the higheſt eſteem and honour. 

C - Thoſe 
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Thoſe who fear God ſhould honour the 
King ; ſhould greatly honour a good 
King, and be ſubjet not only for 
wrath,” that is, from the fear of puniſh- 
ment, but alſo for conſcience ſake; _ 
for this is good and acceptable in the 
fight of God.” | 


Submiſſion to Government, which IT 
endeavour to preſs upon you from a 
principle of /elf=:ntereft, is enforced in 
ſcripture as an indiſpenſible duty en- 
joined by Him who was the Founder of 
our moſt Holy Religion, who has in a 
poſitive manner commanded us to“ ren- 
der unto Cæſar, the things that are 
Cæſar's, and unto God, the things that 
are God's.” The Government, under 
which the firſt Chriſtians lived, was an 
abſolute and unlimited monarchy : thoſe 
who bore the ſovereign ſway, were ty- 
rannical in a very high degree, were 
ſuch enemies to the followers of Chriſt, 
that many of them were put to death, 
for no other reaſon, but becauſe they 


were 
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were Chriſtians ; and when they enjoyed 
any quiet, it was more from the good 
nature of him who- ſat on the throne, 
than from any eſtabliſhed law that pro- 
tected them; fill they were to be in 
ſubjection to theſe bigher powers, for the 
powers that be, are ordained ꝙ God. 


But the Engliſh Government is fo 
mild and equitable, that it is our higheſt 
intereſt to ſubmit to the beſt of Mo- 
narchs, who rules not only over, but in, 
the hearts of his cubjects. Whoſe glory 
it is to be the ruler of a free people. 
We are as free, perhaps, as freedom can 
conſiſt with the ſecurity of life and pro- 
perty; any liberty or freedom beyond 
this, is not liberty, but licentiouſneſs; 
not the liberty of ſociety, but the li- 
berty of the ſavage, who roams alone 
and unprotected in the wild Deſerts of 
Africa or America. 


When we enter into ſociety, we mu- 
tually give up theſe natural rights for 
C 2 thoſe 
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thoſe that are more valuable; among 
others, the right of ſecuring to our own 
uſe, and the uſe of thoſe that are dear 
to us, what we acquire by our labour or 
induſtry, by our ingenuity or knowledge. 
Without the abſolute ſecurity of pro- 
perty there can be no true liberty, nor 
can any community ſubſiſt. 


Some are ſo weak, or wicked, as to 
look to France with a wiſhful eye, as if 
what was done there is a rule for us to 
follow. The forms-of Government in 
France and England were very different. 
The King of France had. the power, 
(for the Conſtitution of that country gave 
him the power,) to, tax his people at his 
own will and pleaſure: they had no 
fixed laws to protect the ſubject from 
the power of the ſovereign, when he 
_ Choſe to act the deſpot. He might take 
a man away from his family, and confine 
him in a dungeon, without indulging 
him even with the form of a trial.— 
In England perſonal liberty is ſecured 


in 
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in the ſtrongeſt manner. The humble 
cot of the peaſant being his cle, the 
firſt nobleman in the land cannot forcibly 
enter his obſcure manſion, except he is 
ſanctioned by the law. —lIn France, the 
nobility had the power (and in many 
inſtances were too fond of exercifing 
that power,) of treating the inferior peo- 
ple with unexampled ſeverity; and, nci- 
ther the Conſtitution of that country, 
nor any laws then exiſting, were pro- 
perly calculated to guard them from op- 
preſſion. And J cannot but confels, 
that for a conſiderable time, I was a 
well wiſher to the meaſures firſt adopted 
in that country; for the old ſyſtem of 
Government was certainly very corrupt, 
and wanted reformation. But it requires 
the utmoſt delicacy when any ſteps are 
taken to alter a long-eſtabliſhed form, 
though - fundamentally defective. For 
ſee what they are come to They are 
now in a worſe ſtate than they were before. 
Thoſe who firſt planned and promoted 
the reformation, have in general diſap- 
Aork peared; 
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peared; ſome of them are ſhut up in 


priſon, ſome murdered, and ſome forced 
to ſeek for ſhelter in foreign kingdoms. 


And to conclude the ſhocking cataſ- 
trophe, they have now murdered, cruelly 
murdered their King !—Murdered him 
with a ſuperlative degree of ſavage bar- 
barity /—Staining their garments with 
the blood of the royal victim! That 
blood which will one day or other fall 
with accumulated vengeance on the heads 
of them or their children ! Blood has a 
voice that cries aloud for vengeance, 
and if the guilty ſhould eſcape in this 
life, which is not always the caſe, the 
almighty arm of Him who rules above 
the ſky, can and ill purſue them even 
beyond the grave! OO | 


Can we then, after all this, look up to 
that diſtracted country as a pattern for 
our imitation ? Shall we look for law, 
fror order, or regularity from that nation, 

where diſcord and confuſion have fixed 


their 
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their abode? No. We muſt turn 
our views to our own Government 
for that ſecurity and quiet, which have 


for ſome time been baniſhed out of that 
turbulent kingdom. 


The Engliſh Conftitution is a moſt 
noble fabrick, a ſtructure that has ſtood 
for ages, which has afforded liberty and 
protection to millions of our forefathers, 
and I hope will afford the fame ſecurity 
to ages yet unborn: And if, from time 
it may want ſome gentle reform, we truſt 
that what may be done with ſafety, will 
be done by the conſtituted power at a 
convenient opportunity. But let us hope, 
that the preſent Miniſter, under whoſe 
auſpices this nation has riſen from the 
brink of ruin to its preſent ſtate of af- 
fluence and proſperity, will not fo far 
loſe his wonted prudence, as to hazard 
the dangerous _— at this * 


criſis, 


It 
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It is the general complaint, nor is it 
ill-founded, that we are heavily bur- 
thened with taxes. Having the intereſt 
of an enormous debt to pay, it cannot 
be otherwiſe; a debt, that has been ac- 
cumulating for almoſt a century, Yet 
to chear this gloomy proſpect, let us 
behold with heart-felt pleaſure, what 
has been already done by the preſent Ad- 
miniſtration to lower the debt, and to 
ceaſe us of a part of our burthen. 


Thoſe who are fond of dwelling on 
the dark ſide of the proſpect, ſtill urge, 
that we are a very diſtreſſed people. 
But let us enquire where theſe diſtreſſes 
are ſo very apparent. We cannot per- 
ceive much room for this complaint, 
either among the higher or the gene- 
rality of the middle ranks in ſociety. 
As to the lower mechanic and day la- 
bourer, the hardſhips they ſuffer proceed 
chiefly from the dearneſs of the neceſ- 
faries of life; and not ſo much from 
what they contribute towards the ſup- 


port 
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port of the State; as every Adminiſtra- 
tion for years paſt, when any additional 
burthens have been laid on the commu- 
nity, have taken every prudent ſtep in 
their power to ſcreen that uſeful body 
of people. Bread, that ſtrengthens. 
man's heart, advanced confiderably in 
price the beginning of this Winter, 
owing, ina great meaſure, to the diſtreſſes 
of the French, who wanted ſuch grain 
and other articles of food, as they 
could procure from this country: Every 
cargo, of that deſcription, has been 
watched with a wiſhful eye, by thoſe 
miſerable people, as it approached their 
deſolate ſhores. But the ſteps taken by 
his Majeſty in Council have had the 
defired effect, in lowering that moſt ne- 
ceſſary article of life, to a ſtandard, be- 
low which, perhaps, it cannot be the 
true intereſt, even of the poor * 


to ſee it reduced. 


It is by no means foreign to my pre- 


ſent 2, % Te happineſs of living 
D under 
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under the Britiſh Government to take 
notice of the Poor Laws, a glorious 
proviſion, peculiar to this country, 
for the indigent of all ages and every con- 
dition. | 


When we confider the enormous 
ſum raiſed every year towards their 
ſupport, (a full fourth of the rental 
of the land in many parts of the king- 
dom, ) we muſt allow, that their hard- 
" ſhips are not ſo numerous as what a ſu- 
perficial view of the ſubje&t would lead 
us to imagine. At all events, they have 


this ſource of conſolation, a conſolation 


that never fails, if they ſubmit with 
becoming patience and reſignation to the 


will of H1M who orders our lot; He, as 59] 


the common Father of all, will abun- 
dantly reward them when they. come to 


that ſtate, where all the inequalities of 


this life ſhall be properly adjuſted. 
When the ſcene is cloſed for ever, it 
will be immaterial, whether we have 
ated an high or a ſubordinate part on 

| k the 
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the ſtage of this world ; they who ſhall 
have performed their parts . with pro- 
priety, will moſt certainly meet the ap- 
plauſe of Him who gave us our being. 


Though the poor in every country 
are more or leſs diſtreſſed, ſtill, their 
diſtreſſes in England are not to be com- 
pared with what they ſuffer in other 
parts of Europe ; not to mention what 

they ' ſuffer in France at this time, 
having little or no employment, pinched 
with cold and hunger. 

"WM 

Let us pray the Almighty to remove 
civil diſcord from our land. For no 
war is ſo full of horror and deſola- 
tion as a civil war; when the ſubjects 
of the ſame prince, the inhabitants of 
the ſame country, the profeſſors of the 
ſame religion, nay ſometimes, thoſe 
that ſucked the ſame breaſt, ſtain their 
hands in each others blood! The bare 
recital of the cruelties committed in a 
neigbouring kingdom, in a few months 

9 only, 
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only, would abundantly prove, that 
civil diſcord is one of the moſt dreadful 


ſcourges that the Almighty infucts on a 
wicked land. 


That we and our poſterity may con- 
tinue to be thus highly favoured of Hea- 
ven, that the bleſſings we now enjoy 
may flow in one uninterrupted ſtream to 
the very end of time, let us fear to 
offend HIM, who is the ſupreme, the 
impartial Ruler of the Univerſe, and who 
will not acquit the wicked. A fruitful 
land maketh he barran for the iniquity 
of them that dwell therein.” When 
other nations are viſited with the ſword 
or famine, we ſhould take warning from 
their doom ; that we may eſcape their 
puniſhment, let us not partake of their 
crimes ; we ſhould conſider the rod and 
Him who hath ordained it. And when 
the judgments of the Almighty are 
abroad in the earth, the inhabitants of 
the warkd ſhould learn ene 


To 
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To conclude: If, amidſt the innume- 
table mercies and bleſſings peculiar to us, 
we have ſtill ſome grievances to complain 
of, ſome hardſhips to endure, let us re- 
member, that as yet we belong to that 
ſtate of being, where perfect happineſs 
and felicity are no one's lot; we are men 
and not angels ; and Man, in ſome de- 
gree or other, is born to trouble, as the 
ſparks fly upwards.” The cup of bliſs 
which has no portion of evil to embitter 
it, the joy that has no pain to allay it, 
are reſerved for another, and a more per- 
fect ſtate of things. Let us then antici- 
pate that joyful morn which the Arch- 
angel's trump ſhall proclaim, when we 
ſhall ſpring from our clay-cold habita- 
tations, happy, glorious, and immor- 
tal ! 


Till this bliſsful day dawns upon 
us, a day without a cloud, let us 
bleſs the Almighty for all the ſpiritual 
and temporal bleſſings, which we enjoy 
in this highly favoured nation; that we 


are 
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are ftill in a ſtate of ſafety ; that we have 
ſtill Peace within our walls, and 
- plenteouſneſs in our habitations :” That 
we live in a land where liberty, 
not anarchy bears the ſovereign ſway ; 
where Prince and People have but one 
common intereſt, namely, To MAKE 
EACH OTHER HAPPY! Amen. 


